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Crossed Wires

I have warned my children and
grandchildren for vears about the
insanely dangerous levels of electro-
magnetic frequency (EMF) allowed
in the United States. I cringe when
I see young people with cell phones
glued to their faces. Kudos to The
Nation’s Mark Hertsgaard and Mark
Dowie for linking Big Wireless
cover-ups to the same tactics used
by Big Tobacco, Big Oil, and Big
Government [“How Big Wireless
Made Us Think That Cell Phones
Are Safe,” April 23]. What I can’t
fathom is why corporate execu-
tives in all sectors continue to put
so many youth at risk. Are they all
childless, or just heartless?

MARIANNE BucHANAN
LONG BEACH, CALIF.

Thanks for the cover story about
Big Wireless and the various
“captured” (i.e., industry-lobbyist-
infested) entities. Also deserving
mention is the captured Congress
that passed the Telecom Act of
1996 (which disallowed health and
environmental considerations when
regulating cell-tower siting), cap-
tured state legislatures, and, very
sad to say, captured environmental
organizations.

Microwave-weapons experts, well
versed in the harmful effects of mi-
crowave technology, warn of a major
public-health crisis, with threats to
the integrity of our DNA. It is urgent
that we unmask the disinformation
about wireless technology, treat the
addiction, get cell towers off school
grounds, get wireless out of schools
and public libraries, and mandate clear
consumer warnings on devices such as
cell phones, DECT cordless phones,
and “smart” meters. Also urgent is de-
feating the Big Wireless push for 5G
at the national, state, and local levels.

B.A. Geary

TULSA, OKLA.
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I'm a proud progressive who's nota
tan of wireless carriers. I spent many
vears supporting their technologies
but was never comfortable with their
business practices, accountability, or
transparency. That being said, I take
exception to The Nation’s article on
Big Wireless, the premise of which
seems to be that there is some insidi-
ous sickness being carried by cell-
phone radio waves. That’s trash sci-
ence, on a par with those who would
deny climate change.

The air is full of radiation from
disparate sources, and it is exces-
sively selective to blame very weak
cell-phone signals while ignoring
everything else bombarding our body,
starting with the sun. The authors
offer several compelling stories. But
if they want to make a persuasive case
rather than depending on (anecdotal)
information, why not compare can-
cer statistics over the last couple of
decades? Cell phones have become
ubiquitous over a relatively short
period of time and provide a wealth
of data to statistically determine
cause-and-effect relationships. If one
does such a comparison, they will find
minor correlations with near-zero evi-
dence of causation. We progressives
have no problem identifying with
worthwhile causes. Thisisnotone  /
of them. Jon (:RAVVF!;?/

GULFPORT, pLA.

Mark IHertsgaard and Mark Dowie
got much of the wireless story
right. Unfortunately, they were se-
duced by George Carlo and bought
into his world of alternative facts.
Despite repeated warnings from
me and others, they portrayed

this industry huckster as a Jeffrey
Wigand-type “insider.”

The real story is more interest-
ing and, ironically, better fits their
description of the industry playbook.
Carlo and Tom Wheeler, the head
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(continued from page 2)

of the industry lobby group
CTIA, never planned to do
any research. Carlo talks about
commissioning 50 studies, but
it was all pie in the sky. Twenty-
five million dolars should have
paid for a load of published sci-
entific papers. They don™ exist.
Carlo only changed sides when
Wheeler later refused o give
him more money.

Over the years that Carlo’s
faux project was in operation,
the number of cell-phone
users grew from about 10 mil-
lion to over 100 million. By
then, everyone loved their
phones and no one cared
about possible health effects.
Mission accomplished.

Louis SLesiN
Eprror, VIICROWAVE NEWS
NEW YORK CITY

Dowie and Hertsgaard Reply

‘We thank all the readers who
wrote letters about our article
but will respond here only to
the critics.

Jon Crawfurd appears not
to have read our article very
carefully. As would be clear
to anyone whose mind wasn’t
alrcady made up, the evidence
presented in our article was by
no means merely anecdotal.
For example, we noted that
the vast majority of scientific
studies of cell-phone radiation
cataloged in the US govern-
ment’s National Institutes of
Health database have indeed
found effects such as cancer
and geneuc damage. More-
over, after our article went to
press, the scientific peer review
of a major study by the NIH’s
National Toxicology Program
concluded there is “clear evi-
denee” that cell-phonc radia-
tion causes cancer.

We remain grateful to
Louis Slesin for the interviews
he gave us, and we quoted
his negative opinion about
George Carlo in the article,

May 21,2018
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but his accusation that we
were “seduced” by Carlo is
preposterous. Slesin doesn’t
mention it, but readers deserve
to know that Slesin has been
an unremitdng critic of Carlo’s
since he first started writing
about the scientist in the 1990s.
Readers should also know that
this piece underwent extensive
legal review and fact-checking
before publishing. To wit,
Slesin claims here that the 50
scientific studies Carlo commis-
sioned for the industry “don’t
exist.” That is not true. In fact,
those studies are referenced in
a scientific paper that Carlo co-
authored for the peer-reviewed
journal Medscape in 2000, and
they are summarized in the
703 combined pages of a two-
volumc study that Carlo also
co—authored, Wireless Phoney
and Health: Scientific Progress.
These facts—documented,
not alternative—helped inform
our porirayal of Carlo as a scien-
tist who started out on industry’s
side but later publicly revealed
information that was decidedly
unwelcome in the industry.
These facts may not fit Slesin’s
preferred narrative of Carlo as a
one-dimensional villain, but that
is Slesin’s problem, not ours.

Marx Dowie
POINT REYES STATION, CALIF.

Mark HERTSGAARD
SAN FRANCISCO

Painfully Prescient

A friend gave me The Nation's
March 14, 2016, issue, with

a cover declaring “Donald
Trump Is Dangerous.”

have kept it ever since. How
prescient! At the time, he had
not even become the Republi-
can nominee.

Ireread the article every so
often in an effort to measure
how far our country has fallen,
how much further it has trav-
cled down a negative path.

Magry R. CArTER

WASHINGTON, D.C.



