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ABSTRACT (MAX. 250 WORDS) 

  

Hypersensitive reaction to electromagnetic fields (EMF) was known as Microwave Disease, in radar and electrical 

workers in the 1940s.  Today, ordinary people encounter electrohypersensitivity (EHS) to various forms of EMF, ranging 

from low EMF to microwave radiation, also known as radiofrequency waves.  As cities apply city-wide Wi-Fi and Wi-

Max, and schools expand Wi-Fi to younger ages – those with EHS are deprived of the basic human rights to housing, 

work and public safety. 

When exposed to cellphones, routers, Wi-Fi, cell towers, smart meters, baby monitors or other cordless electronic devices, 

those with EHS experience diverse symptoms: physical pain including headaches, paraesthesia, cardiac irregularities, 

chest pressure, impaired thinking, fidgetiness, skin rashes and sleep disturbance. Many are unable to work and must quit 

their jobs in order to save their health. 

 

EHS is not psychosomatic. According to the World Health Organization: “EHS is characterized by a variety of non-

specific symptoms that differ from individual to individual. The symptoms are certainly real and can vary widely in their 

severity. Whatever its cause, EHS can be a disabling problem for the affected individual.”   

Electrohypersensitivity is estimated to be prevalent in at least 3% of exposed population. Once developed, 

electrohypersensitivity symptoms can occur at much lower levels of exposure. 

  

In most cities today, the electrohypersensitive cannot enter an airport, a hospital, a courthouse, banks, most workplaces, 

shopping malls, supermarkets. Electrohypersensitive children are forced to stop attending schools in which Wi-Fi and 

wireless devices are employed or face disabling exposures that limit their education due to induced serious health 
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impairment. 

 

This paper presents several sentinel clinical case reports of individuals with EHS, in order to stimulate public policy 

discussion of the ethical rights of those with EHS, and to promote additional clinical research into this growing problem. 

 

 Including: (1) Sweden (where electrohypersensitivity is an officially recognized functional impairment / disability) - a 

former Chief Technology Officer of Nokia recently indicated that he developed EHS and the demyelinating disease 

Multiple Sclerosis after years of EMF and RF exposures;  (2) Canada - a senior commercial jet pilot forced to retire after 

developing EHS; (3) Scotland – an experienced electrical engineer who became increasingly sensitive and unable to work 

with RF devices that he helped to design.  

 

These testimonies bring out symptoms and signs, early indicators of EHS, that health care providers and employers should 

watch out for in patients and employees.  
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